Philips 930A.,.....

The set before restoration

| found this receiver at an amateur radio
car boot sale, and from its appearance it
seemed to have spent many years in a damp
shed. The cabinet had no veneer on the
top and very little on the sides. | decided to
purchase it and one day attempt to re-veneer
the cabinet. | have spent my working life
repairing radios and televisions but have
nothing to do with the outside. | started
reading as many articles as | could find:
luckily a friend who restores antique furniture
was able to inform me what type of veneer
and dye | would require. He also loaned me
a glue pot and a special tool for squeezing
out any lumps of glue before clamping the
veneer in place. There was a good source
of veneer in Aylesbury; £18 gave me a
roll large enough to cover the radio twice
which allowed a broad margin for error.

My first problem was how to clamp the
veneer to the top of the set? This was solved
by sawing two pieces of old fencepost

Below: Philips information panel

and glueing them together with packing to
achieve the correct width. | cut a shape to
match the top with a band saw and lined it
with felt to apply equal pressure on the top.

Having prepared everything, | cut and
glued the veneer for the top and sides of
the cabinet, clamping one side at a time and
leaving it to dry for a week between stages.

The front of the cabinet was in fairly good
condition but had pieces missing from
the top and the bottom of the columns.
These were easily made from hardwood
and glued into place. The old varnish was
removed from the front and was cleaned
and sanded. The rest of the cabinet was
sanded and the corners and edges were
sprayed with dark oak varnish. After the
varnish had cured for a few days the entire
cabinet was sprayed with light oak. As | have
another of these sets | had the advantage
of a good match regarding colour.

The next step was to make a new Back-—

poard for the set. this was made by using
the remains of the old board as a template,
using a scroll saw to cut out the design.
The paper badges on the rear of the set
were recreated on a computer using Paint
Shop and printed and stuck to the rear of
the cabinet. The rear was then sprayed
with dark oak varnish to match the original
colour. | then cleaned the chassis and
decided at this stage not to restore it.

| decided to wash the original speaker
cloth and after drying, it was re-fitted
to the cabinet using Copydex glue.

The radio was reassembled and for a first
attempt at cabinet restoration | managed
to achieve a good result, and although it
took many weeks it was well worth the
effort! Compared with the instruction card
which came with my original receiver,
the columns on the left and right of the
cabinet have been simplified on my
receiver which has a later serial number,

Below: Former to help veneer keep shape on curved top of Philips set
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Set before varnishing

Original radio back Reproduction radio back

The finished set
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Abaove: Reproduction
Philips label for
back of set

Left: Set after varnishing
using an airbrush
and compressor

INSTRUCTIONS FOR OPERATING PHILIPS
RADIO RECEIVER MODEL 930A
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR INSTALLING PHILIPS
RADIO RECEIVER MODEL 930A
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